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views of all project participants, whether they are 
educators, children, mothers, fathers or other members 
of the community. 

Currently, for the Child Town project and for others 
managed by cpcd, instruments for planning (wep), 
monitoring (lrpm), measuring quality (pqi) and 
innovation (diw), are fundamental in guaranteeing 
that all children, no matter where they come from, 
can have access to learning adapted to their age and 
ability, especially in the transitional phase between 
family and school life.

Note
1		 The cpcd (Centro Popular de Cultura e 

Desenvolvimento) is a non-governmental non-profit 
organisation located in Minas Gerais, in southeast 
Brazil. Founded in 1984, the cpcd’s mission is to 
promote local people’s education and community 
development through culture. Its work has received 
national and international recognition for its quality 
benchmarking and its example of an alternative method 
of implementing public policy. For more information, 
please see the website, www.cpcd.org.br.

The Child Town project encourages the valley’s inhabitants to treat all community spaces as locations where young children can 
have a social life, learn and explore their opportunities safely
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Websites

unesco – Education
	 Early childhood education has vast potential for 

human development and is vital to achieving 
Education For All. As learning begins at birth and 
continues throughout life, unesco’s goal is to 
assist countries in expanding access to early 
childhood education, improving its quality and 
ensuring equity at this vital stage.

http://portal.unesco.org/education/en

Education For All (efa) - Global Monitoring Report
	 The annual Global Monitoring Report is the 

publication on progress that countries and 
agencies are making towards the efa goals, 
providing the latest data available alongside 
in-depth analysis.

		  The 2008 edition, ‘Education for all by 2015: 
Will we make it?’ is a mid-term assessment of 
where the world stands on its commitment to 
provide basic education for all children, youth 
and adults by 2015.

http://www.efareport.unesco.org

Global campaign for education
	 The Global Campaign for Education promotes 

education as a basic human right, and mobilizes 
public pressure on governments and the 
international community to fulfil their promises 
to provide free, compulsory public basic 
education for all people; in particular for children, 
women and all disadvantaged, deprived sections 
of society.

		  The campaign is driven by the conviction that 
quality education for all is achievable, and by the 
concern for the immense costs of failure.

www.campaignforeducation.org

eca WebWatch
	 eca WebWatch is an eclectic mix of the best 

websites and information on: early childhood 
development, growth and learning; early 
childhood practice, programs and policy; and 
emerging issues and research. It is a service 
provided by Early Childhood Australia, an early 
childhood advocacy organisation seeking to 
ensure quality, social justice and equity in all 
issues relating to the education and care of 
children from birth to eight years.

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/early_
childhood_news/eca_webwatch.html

ERICDigests.org
	 This site provides one way to access the eric 

Digests (education articles) produced by the 
former eric Clearinghouse system. It gives access 
to full-text access to thousands of eric Digests in 
many education areas including teaching, 
learning, special education, home schooling, etc.

www.ericdigests.org/

Publications

Strategies for reaching the efa goal on early 
childhood care and education (ecce)
unesco Policy Brief on Early Childhood
N° 42 / January – March 2008
	 Lack of early childhood care and education 

programmes and uneven pre-primary education 
are two major problems highlighted in the efa 
Global Monitoring Report 2008. This Policy Brief 
emphasizes a crucial resource to alleviate the lack 
of ecce programmes – parents, the primary 
educators of young children everywhere.

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/
images/0015/001586/158687e.pdf

Further reading
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A human rights-based approach to education for all
unicef/unesco, 2007
	 Current thinking and practice in the education 

sector are presented along with a framework for 
rights-based policy and programme development. 
This joint unesco-unicef publication is intended 
to guide dialogue between United Nations 
Development Group and Education For All 
partnerships and facilitate a breakthrough from 
‘right to education’ rhetoric to accelerated 
interventions for attaining the efa goals and the 
Millennium Development Goals related to 
education.

www.unicef.org/publications/index_42104.html

Starting strong II: Early childhood education and 
care
oecd, 2006
	 This review outlines the progress made by the 

participating countries in responding to the key 
aspects of successful ecec policy outlined in the 
previous volume, Starting Strong (oecd, 2001).  
It offers many examples of new policy initiatives 
adopted in the field. In their conclusion, the 
authors identify ten policy areas for further 
critical attention from governments.

www.oecd.org/document/63/0,3343,en_2649_ 
201185_37416703_1_1_1_1,00.html

A global call to action for early childhood
Coordinators’ Notebook, No 29, 2007
The Consultative Group on Early Childhood
Education
	 This document emphasizes the urgent need for 

investment in early childhood programmes. 
These investments will ensure for improved 
health, nutrition, education, as well as 
acknowledgement of child rights and equality, 
especially among the most disadvantaged 
children. The paper advocates for cost-effective 
early childhood programmes to be placed as a 
priority for global development.

www.ecdgroup.com/docs/lib_005322111.pdf

Quality improvement principles: A framework for 
local authorities and national organisations to 
improve quality outcomes for children and young 
people
National Quality Improvement Network, 2007
National Children’s Bureau, uk
	 This publication is the result of a work 

programme that included developing a set of 
good practice principles for local authorities. It 
has been developed by the National Quality 
Improvement Network, a National Children’s 
Bureau network in United Kingdom. The network 
believes that the 12 principles will be particularly 
useful to enable local authorities and national 
organisations to deliver their vision for setting 
quality, adding colour, innovation and creativity 
to the uk national framework. 

www.ncb.org.uk/dotpdf/open_access_2/imqu_
final.pdf

More and better education: What makes effective 
learning in schools, in literacy and early childhood 
development programs?
adea, 2007
	 This document is an account of the proceedings 

of 2006 adea (Association for the Development 
of Education in Africa) Biennale on Education in 
Africa which was held in Libreville, Gabon, 
March 27-31, 2006.

www.adeanet.org/downloadcenter/JustRelease/
bien_06_rap_en.pdf

Informing transitions in the early years
Aline-Wendy Dunlop, Hilary Fabian
Open University Press, McGraw-Hill Education, 
2006
	 This book explores early transitions from a 

variety of international perspectives. Each chapter 
is informed by rigorous research and makes 
recommendations on how education professionals 
can better understand and support transitions in 
the early years.

http://mcgraw-hill.co.uk/openup/



PO Box 82334, 2508 EH The Hague, The Netherlands  tel: +31 (0)70 331 2200, fax: +31 (0)70 350 2373

email: registry@bvleerf.nl, internet: <www.bernardvanleer.org>

The Bernard van Leer Foundation funds and shares 

knowledge about work in early childhood development. 

The foundation was established in 1949 and is based 

in the Netherlands. Our income is derived from the 

bequest of Bernard van Leer, a Dutch industrialist and 

philanthropist, who lived from 1883 to 1958.

Our mission is to improve opportunities for children up 

to age 8 who are growing up in socially and economically 

difficult circumstances. We see this both as a valuable 

end in itself and as a long-term means to promoting 

more cohesive, considerate and creative societies with 

equality of opportunity and rights for all.

We work primarily by supporting programmes 

implemented by partners in the field. These include 

public, private and community-based organisations. Our 

strategy of working through partnerships is intended to 

build local capacity, promote innovation and flexibility, 

and help to ensure that the work we fund is culturally 

and contextually appropriate.

 

We currently support about 140 major projects. We 

focus our grantmaking on 21 countries in which we have 

built up experience over the years. These include both 

developing and industrialised countries and represent 

a geographical range that encompasses Africa, Asia, 

Europe and the Americas.

 

We work in three issue areas:

•	 �Through “Strengthening the Care Environment” we 

aim to build the capacity of vulnerable parents, 

families and communities to care for their children.

•	 �Through “Successful Transitions” we aim to help 

young children make the transition from their home 

environment to daycare, preschool and school.

•	 �Through “Social Inclusion and Respect for Diversity” 

we aim to promote equal opportunities and skills 

that will help children to live in diverse societies.

 

Also central to our work is the ongoing effort to 

document and analyse the projects we support, 

with the twin aims of learning lessons for our future 

grantmaking activities and generating knowledge we 

can share. Through our evidence-based advocacy and 

publications, we aim to inform and influence policy 

and practice both in the countries where we operate 

and beyond.

Bernard van Leer Foundation
Investing in the development of young children
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