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Media, Democracy, Rights, and Development

“...press freedom deserves our strongest
support, but the press has obligations as well as
entitlements. Indeed, the freedom of the press
defines both a right and a duty, and we have good
reason to stand up for both”.

Amartya Sen, Economist, Nobel Prize Winner

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



Media, Democracy, Rights, and Development

"=  Provide the citizenry with trustworthy and
contextualized information regarding their rights
(empowerment of citizens / building up social capital)

= Set the public agenda around relevant issues in a
pluralistic manner (influence on decision makers)

=  Monitor government officials and public policies,
as well as other social actors (the watchdog role)

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



Media, Democracy, Rights, and Development

“A free press is not a luxury. It is at the core of
equitable development. The media can expose
corruption. They can keep a check on public policy by
throwing a spotlight on government action. They let
people voice diverse opinions on governance and reform,
and help build public consensus to bring about change.”

James Wolfensohn,
Former President of the World Bank
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Children and Development

* There can be no development strategy
that neglects human rights

= Societies which have protected human rights -
and particularly children’s rights - are the ones
where living conditions tend to be better

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



Children and Development

* Protecting children’s rights is a very efficient way
to halt the perpetuation of poverty - an essential
condition of any pro-development strategy

* To bring about poverty reduction, children should be
the primary target group of any policy
(Unicef - “Poverty Reduction Begins with Children”)
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Media and Children’s Rights

= How to mainstream children’s
rights in the news media?

* Good journalism and good journalists.
People qualified to investigate and
report on very complex issues.

" Yes... but what else?

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



The Media System

= Government (regulatory framework / communication policies)

" Media groups (serious CSR policies - including journalism)
= Journalists

* Universities and other training institutions
= Journalistic unions, associations, federations

=  Sources of information

* Educational system (media literacy)
= Alternative media (community radios, blogs, etc)
= (Citizens

= Media Accountability Systems (M.A.S.)
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Media and Children’s Rights

* Children’s rights organizations and the
media: well intentioned but misguided
approaches are very common

* The utilitarian approach

* The militant approach

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



Media and Children’s Rights

“We are not asking journalists to become activists and start
waving the flag, but they should not just be passive observers
anymore to the misery and deprivation around them. It will be a
good journalist’s commitment and professionalism that will
ensure developments are covered intelligently and in-depth.”

Kunda Dixit, editor-in-chief of the Nepali Times
Media and Good Governance (Unesco)
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Media and Children’s Rights

= If children’s rights organizations want to support the
process of mainstreaming these issues in the daily
coverage, they must recognize comunication as strategic

=  Which means...
... commitment to long term programs

... hecessarily involving capacity building

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



Media and Children’s Rights

* Communication for Development

* Media for Development

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights






ANDI’s case

* Founded in 1993 in Brasilia
*  From journalists to journalists

* Facilitating an ethical and professional dialogue:
between news rooms and the children’s rights sector

= “Search for solutions”: not just denouncing the
problems, but also discussing the way out

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



ANDI’s Three Strategic Pillars

= Mobilization

= Media Monitoring

= Capacity Building

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



A social technology

= ANDI Brazil Network (10 states) and ANDI Latin
America Newtwork (12 countries)

=  Applying the methodologies to other
social and environmental themes

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



ANDI Latin America Network

* 130 newspapers daily monitored

= 750,000 newspieces in the database (2005-2007)
= 15,000 journalists daily reached by the Agencies’newletters
* 4,830 journalists in seminars and trainings (2004-2009)

= 3,809 sources of information on children’s issues
registered in the online databank

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



Child-Friendly Journalist Project

= 363 media professionals from all over the Brazil

= 38% are editors-in-chief, newsroom editors and senior journalists

= 97,54% agree that the Child-Friendly Project has contributed to
improve the quality of reporting

= 97% say that ANDI’s work has influenced owners and editors: more
space for news stories on children’s rights

Independent survey - John Snow Brazil (2004)

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



Child-Friendly Journalist Project

“If any child is out of school, if one youngster has no
access to professional training, and if a boy carries a hoe
instead of a pencil in order to help his family have
something to eat, it is a responsibility of the media to
portray this reality and ask whether it is what we want as a
society. The answer will be given by each citizen. But it is
us, journalists, who have to tell this story.”

Luciana Constantino, Child Friendly Journalist
O Estado de S. Paulo (Brazil)
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Capacity Building

= Children’s rights (education, health, violence, etc...)
* Public Policies

* Public Budget / Expenditure

= Social Indicators

= Legislation

And so on...

ANDI - Brazilian News Agency for Children’s Rights



Capacity Building

Workshops, trainings,
manuals, books, reports...
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Monitoring the news

Increased Coverage - Children and Adolescents Issues
ANDI Brazil + Network (newspapers monitored between 1996 - 2007)
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005* 2006 2007

The number of newspapers analyzed may vary from 50 to 60 - depends on the year.
*Introduction of a new methodology to clip and classify news stories
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Public Policies Oversight
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Public Policies Oversight
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Public Policies Oversight

BRASIL A4 quinta-feira, 12 defeversiro de 2004

__ POLHA DESPAULO

AsusTE PETISTA Programareceberd RS 297 milhdes ineluidos no Bolsa-Familia

Governo devolve recursos ao
combate do trabalho infantil
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Vénea Socal, Mircia Carvalbho
Lopes, informou cetem, depuis
da publicago da reportigen na
Follha, que on 103 297 milhies do
Peti que haviam side inciuidos no
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The Photos

Save the Children Photo Contest - 2008

Milla Petrilo - Brazilian Child Friendly Journalist
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Thank you!
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Brarsilian News Agency
For Children’r Right

www.andi.org.br
vivarta@andi.org.br
(+5561) 2102-6508
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