
Welcome! Please fasten your seatbelts, we are 

departing for a trip around the world! 

This years’ Children Festival at Al-Tufula Cen-

ter was, without a doubt, a great success.  

With more than 1800 guests and an innovative 

idea, which was the product of teamwork, Al-

Tufula Center showed once more its uniqueness 

and professionalism.  Many efforts and much 

enthusiasm were invested to make the Festival 

“Around the World” an event to be remem-

bered.  

For me personally, awaiting the festival was a 

thrill.  Although preparations were making 

headway, I was overwhelmed, anxious to en-

sure a smooth implementation.  My worries 

vanished once I saw the first child, taking his/

her passport and starting his/her trip around 

the world at Al-Tufula Center.  My worries 

turned into a feeling of pride due to the chil-

dren’s enthusiast participation in the activi-

ties, the smiles on their faces and the parents 

admiration of our work.  

Caregivers that attended the festival, 

were delighted and expressed their in-

tention to  implement the activities in 

their kindergartens, nurseries, and 

schools. 

The Festival would not have been possible 

without the work and commitment of our 

womanpower, including staff, board mem-

bers and more than 60 volunteers from 

the community.  They all spent hours pre-

paring for this special event and played 

an important role in turning this ambi-

tious idea into reality.  

In preparing for this unique event we 

were not alone.  Six different interna-

tional embassies, cultural centers, and civil so-

ciety organizations contributed significantly 

with ideas, material, financial, and human re-

sources.  The event was supported by the local 

business community as well. 

“Around the World” is the seventh festival or-

ganized by AL-Tufula Center.  It was a great 

festival.  Nevertheless, as a learning organiza-

tion, evaluations are completed on every pro-

ject and activity.  We are committed to learn 

from all experiences, aiming at improving an 

event that has become a tradition year after 

year.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all 

those who contributed to the festival.  I also 

would like to thank the children, parents, care-

givers, community members, and all those who 

enriched the festival with their presence.  

See you all next year! 

Samar Abu Alhija – Community Activities Coor-

dinator  

Foreword 

ABOUT US 
The Nazareth Nurseries Institute (NNI) is a non-for-profit organization initiated by a group of Pales-
tinian women citizens of Israel. The NNI constitutes two entities – The Nazareth Nursery established 

in 1984 and Al-Tufula Center established in 1989. 

Our vision is to further and encourage the development of a democratic and civil society that provides 

equal opportunities for all its members building upon its own capacities.  

At the NNI we target our work to two major groups that play a crucial role in achieving social change: 
children and women. We took this strategic decision based on the fact that there is a lack of capacity 
development and support in these two fields and the need to breach existing gaps in our society, by 
providing better/adequate/fair conditions for our children and women for generations to come. In 

view of that our goals are: 

• To develop Early Childhood Care and Development in the Palestinian society in Israel. 

• To empower Palestinian women by developing their capacities and supporting them in a changing 

society. 
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On behalf of the staff and board of Al-Tufula Center I would 
like to thank the special efforts made by our friends and 

each one of our partners: 

• Embassy of India, special thanks to Dr. Pankaj Sharma, 

Counselor 

• Embassy of Japan, special thanks to Ryuji Iwasaki, Second 
Secretary; Nanako Morimoto, Assistant for cultural and 
Public Information Affairs, and all the Embassy’s staff for 

their enriching ideas and presence at the Festival. 

• German Embassy, special thanks to Peter Fisher, Deputy 
Head of Mission, Head of Political Department; Gregory 

Bledjian, First Secretary. 

• Goethe Institute, special thanks to Melanie Atrash. 

• Italian Embassy and Italian Cultural Institute in Haifa, spe-

cial thanks to Edoardo Crisafulli, Cultural Attache. 

• Mexican Embassy, special thanks to Laura Elisa Garcia, 

Cultural Attache. 

• Origami Center, special thanks to Miri Golan and her 

dedicated team. 

• Palestinian Ministry for Tourism 

• Similac 

• Mercantile Bank 

• Nazareth Municipality 

• French Hospital 

And many local businesses 

Sincerely, 

Nabila Espanioly, Director 

Specia l  Is sue 

ports were stamped with a Visa, a sticker of the map of 

Africa.  Upon entry; children saw traditional masks carved 

from wood and musical instruments native to Africa.  Once 

inside children made African musical instruments utilizing 

recycled materials, beads, stones, sand, and much more.  

Each child learnt how to be creative utilizing different 

and readily available materials.  Not surprisingly, the most 

popular musical instrument proved to be the Drum! 

Across from Africa, chil-

dren entered Story Land 
where the story of Felix 
was read and animated to 

children.  Felix himself was 

present in the room with 

the children in the form of 

a one and a half meter tall 

stuffed rabbit.  Felix sat 

quietly on a big chair facing 

The laughter, cries and excitement of children filled the 

four storey high building of Al-Tufula Center in Naz-

areth the first week of June. 

In honor of Palestinian children citizens of Israel, Al-

Tufula Center held a three day children’s festival to co-

incide with the International Children’s Day.   The theme 

of the festival was “Traveling around the World” and 

with that, the staff of Al-Tufula introduced children 

(ages 3-8 years) to other 

countries, cultures and 

traditions.   Every child 

had the opportunity to 

experience a taste of dif-

ferent countries through 

the decorations and items 

presented from each 

country as well as in the 

activities that were 

planned for them to par-

ticipate in. 

As each child entered the gate of the center, they were 

welcomed by our Board members and were given their 

passport to travel around the world through Al-Tufula.  

As they climbed the stairs to the first level, children 

saw decorations and a banner displaying all the embassies 

and local business that generously supported their travel. 

Their first station was 

Palestine.  With the exqui-

site hand crafted Palestin-

ian dresses and shawls, 

posters of monumental 

sites and Arabic dancing 

music, the children were 

drawn into the country.  

Upon entering, each child 

received a “Visa” in their 

passport in the form of a 

Palestinian flag sticker.  

The children were then seated to make their own picture 

frame utilizing native dried herbs that re-emphasize 

children’s Palestinian identity. 

Then it was onto Face Painting, where each child could 

select a flag of their country of choice to be painted on 

their faces.  As always, 

this was the most popu-

lar activity among chil-

dren of all ages. 

With their faces 

painted, it was on to 

Africa.  Again the pass-
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Special Thanks! 

Traveling Around the World 
Narrated by Gosayna Karam  

“The Festival was great, 

because the activities were 

diverse. I enjoyed most 

painting in the stones. It was a 

new idea” 8 year old boy 

Different materials, different expressions 

Face painting 

Passports ready! 
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the children as his 

story was orated 

using different il-

lustrations and an-

imations. 

The children left 

the confines of the 

building to the 

freedom of the 

back yard of Al-

Tufula center to 

enter the land of 

Germany.  Posters, flags and the falling Berlin wall wel-

comed the children.  Of course upon entry each child got 

their Visa stamped with Germanys’ flag.   Next to the 

falling wall, there were round white small rocks from 

which each child selected one to paint on it a flag or an 

image of a pet such as a mouse etc.  We hope that other 

walls in the world will also fall and their stones used for 

children’s paintings. 

From Germany the children traveled to the second level 

of the center to arrive in Japan.  All children received 

their visas upon entry and with various Japanese decora-

tions on the walls and hangings from the ceiling, the chil-

dren learnt about this country.  The children learnt to 

make Origami shapes and had their names written in 

Japanese by representatives from the Japanese Em-

bassy.  The children also heard a Japanese story that 

was translated to them in Arabic. 

A climb of another flight 

of stairs and the children 

reached Egypt.  With clay 

pyramids, pictures of fa-

mous Egyptians and post-

ers of Pharos, the children 

sat down to make their 

own Pyramids using dough.  Each child was encouraged to 

design the outside of their Pyramids to their own crea-

tivity. 

It was a short distance from Egypt to Italy.  Italy was 

all red, green and white with the flags, posters of famous 

monuments and children story books translated to Arabic 

(these were also available for sale in our bookstore).  In 

Italy each child 

made his/her 

own Pinocchio 

using colored 

spaghetti.  Oh, 

you should have 

seen the noses, 

but all Pinoc-

chio’s turned out 

very handsome 

and colorful by 

the time the 

children were 

done creat-

ing! 

Further 

climbing to 

the fourth 

level and the 

children ar-

rived in Mex-
ico.  With 

Piñata’s, Som-

brero’s and 

the flag, children learnt how to make their own Sombrero 

just the right size for their heads.  Each child made and 

decorated their own Sombrero according to their crea-

tivity.  The Sombreros created were very colorful and 

very individual. 

Sombreros in hand the children traveled to India.  With 

the smell of spices, the flag and posters, the children 

were vividly introduced to this country.  Children partici-

pated in two activities, one having “Henna” painted on 

their hands in different shapes and the other creating a 

painting with spices.  It was amazing to see the creativ-

ity of children in this activity. 

Now that they have completed their tour around the 

World, the children traveled back down and on their way, 

they stopped by the Cafeteria and were offered cool 

Jelly, drinks and snacks to quench their thirst and hun-

ger. 

For those who wished, the Bookstore in Al-Tufula was 

open for the little readers and their parents.  The book-

store offered a wide selection of quality written and 

printed books for all ages.  With tables sufficiently low, 

children touched and skimmed through the books of 

their choice.  The parents had their own selection of 

publications by Al-Tufula center to appraise and pur-

chase. We hope that these books are a good support re-

source for parents in the raising of their children. 

The trips of all children and parents were very success-

ful.  On the first day of the festival, 180 children and 

many parents enjoyed their travels in Al-Tufula.  On the 

second day, 

280 children 

decided to 

travel with us 

and on the 

final day, it 

was 300 chil-

dren who en-

joyed the last 

day of travel.  

Many parents, 

educators, 

grandparents, 
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Real Mexican Sombreros! 

“I really liked meeting the 

people from Japan, and I would 

love to meet them again” 7 

year old boy from Nazareth. 

Different cultures meeting together Kids making Pinocchios with long noses 

Welcome to Germany 




